
as developed from 1887-1929

      Whites-Only The
immigration Regime
How do the themes and sentiments above echo 
in today’s immigration policies & rhetoric? 

“The most dangerous ma
 i	igration 
now menacing us is that from 

mexico...the most insididous and general 
mixture of white, indian, and negro 

bl�d strains ever produced in america.”

“The natives of both continents 
[Asia and Africa] should be 
excluded. I do not think the 

inhabitants of either are fit for 
citizenship in this Republic. And I 
say this not in a spirit of hostility 
to the black man or the ye�ow man, 

but for the preservation of the 
purity of the white race in America 
and the conservation of the white 

man’s civilization.”

“This country is the white man’s country, 
dedicated to his civilization and governed 

by his laws…I do not s� why we should 
admit ye�ow men, brown men, or black men 
into this country to a� to the confusion 
that we already have. It s�ms to me that 
the sound policy, the safe policy, the wise 

policy would be to admit Caucasian 
i	igrants only.”

Thomas W. Hardwick (D-GA), 
1916

Dr. Harry H. Laughlin, Eugenics Expert for the House 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, 1928

“I	igration Control is the 
greatest instrument which the 
federal government can use in 

promoting race conservation of 
the nation”{ }

Asiatic ba�ed zone (1917-1952)
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“The               
White Man’s

country”
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Madison Grant,
Eugenicist

“American Prophet of 
scientific racism

Asiatic ba�ed 

zone 

(1917-19
52)

“m
oth

er countries”

“The caucasian, 
mongolian, 
malay and

    ethiopian can 
never dwe� 
together in 
peace under 

the same 
fig tr�”

Proceedings of the Asiatic 
Exclusion League, 1907

“The people that came to 
this country in the early 
days were of the beaver 
type and they built up 

America because it was in 
their nature to build. Then 

the rat-people began 
coming here, to house 

under the r�f that others 
built…Beware of br�ding 

rats in America...”
James J. Davis,

Secretary of the U.S. Dept. of Labor

“to confer the 
privilege of 
citizenship upon that 
cla
 of persons whom 
the fathers knew as 
white, and to deny it to 
a� who could not be so 
cla
ified.”

Ozawa v. United States
 1922

“I	igrants from these countries 
[in Latin America and the West 

Indies] tend to lower the average of 
the race value of the white 

population of the United States.”
Professor Robert Foerster
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“If this law is strictly enforced 
           it wi� not be many years 

                    before the [chinese]
      race wi�, in a� probability,       

                   be extinct in this country.”

“The United States is our land. We 
intend to maintain it so. The day of 
una�oyed welcome to a� peoples, the 
day of indiscriminate a�eptance of 

a� races, has definitely ended.”

“Racia�y not
a
imable”

Rep. Albert Johnson 

(R-WA), Co-Author 1924 
Act

John C. Box (D-TX), 1924

James K. Vardaman (D-MS), 1917

Joint Select Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization, 1891

“American institutions rest soley on g�d 
citizenship. They were created by people who 
had a background of self-government. new 

a�ivals should be limited to our capacity to 
absorb them into the ranks of g�d 

citizenship. America must be kept American. 
For this purpose, it is nece
ary to continue a 

policy of restricted i	igration.”
Calvin Coolidge (30th U.S. President), 1924

“There is today one state in which at least weak 
begi�ings toward a be�er conceptions are notice-
able. Of course, it is not our model german republic, 
but the american union, in which an e¡ort is made 

to consult reason at least partia�y. By refusing 
i	igration on principle to elements in p�r health, 
by simply excluding certain races from naturaliza-

tion, it profe
es in slow begi�ings a view which is 
peculiar to the folkish state concept.”

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 1925
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 Blease (D-SC)

The countries in Africa 
with quota allotments are 
colonial subjects of which 

countries?

CRIMINALIZED!

Not Banned but

(Never Overturned)

Denied entry 33% of the time to the 

mostly-Asians who sought entry 

between 1910 and 

HOW DOES “AMERICA FIRST” CREATE
 A DISTORTED VIEW OF THE WORLD?

(Enter Detention Centers)

What infamous
racial segregation

     case was
           ruled the 

                same year?
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WHO IS CRIMINALIZED?

“white by treaty”

Who is erasesd in the 
broad categorization 
of “Mexican”? Who was 
here before “Mexico”?

What do Australia 
& New Zealand 
have in common 

with the U.S.?

of all U.S. Admissions 
from 1899 to 1929 were 
from Europe

Inspired by Faith Ringgold’s “United States of Attica” Cartography by Mariah Tso

1917 Immigration Act

1882 Chinese  Exclusion Act

“unlawful entry”
1927 “Voluntary” Departures

1917 Immigration Act

1888 The Scott Act

1889 chae chan ping

v. united states
1891 Immigration Act

1892
Nishimura Ekiu v. 

United States

1907 Gentleman’s 

             Agreement

ellis island, est. Jan 1, 1892

Angel Island, CA

1892 Geary Act

1893
Fong Yue Ting v. 

United States

1896
Wong Wing v. 
United States

1897 In re Rodriguez

1898  
United States v.

Wong Kim

1903 I
mmig

ratio
n Act1903

Yamataya v.
Fisher

92%

1924
U.S.

Border
Patrol

Est.
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IMMIGRATION QUOTA SYSTEM

1924 Johnson-Reed Act
(National Origins Act)

Quota of 
5,982 to 9,561

Quota of 
344 to 789

Quota of 
1,648 to 3,954

Quota of 
100 to 170

Quota of 
28,567 to 51,227

1929 Undesirable Aliens Act

Elk 
V.

Wilkins
1884

Dawes
Act
1887

Since the invention of VD’s, 
Mexico has comprised ast least 

90% of all  “voluntary” 
departures. 

 Fewer than 2% of whom were denied        
  

      e
ntry, mostly Europeans

ellis island, est. Jan 1, 1892


